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CORRESPONDENCE 369 

Erom the comments above, it is evident that the book under 
review falls short of perfection in some important points. It is 
to be regretted that Professor Schinz has not thought it worth 
while to devote the undoubted resources of his scholarship to pro- 
ducing a book that should be thoroughly good, instead of merely 
good. But whatever its sins of omission, the " Seventeenth Cen- 
tury French Readings" makes available for class use a lot of 
excellent material. It deserves to be widely introduced in colleges 
and doubtless will be. 

George 1ST. Henning. 

George Washington University. 
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A Sentence From an English Notebook of Voltaire's 

In the English Review, February, 1914, there appeared under the 
title, " An English Notebook of Voltaire," several pages of hitherto 
unpublished notes which Voltaire evidently jotted down, in part 
at least, during the early months of his stay in England, in 1726. 1 
These notes were discovered in Petrograd and published by Fernand 
Caussy, a scholar well known for his interest in Voltaire, although 
without his name and with almost no comment. They contain 
material which is of interest in various connections. The English 
is curious but for the most part intelligible. 

One entry, in particular, is significant in that it seems to touch 
upon a point in Voltaire's biography of which almost nothing is 
known and which has been considerably discussed. The sentence 
in question reads : " Thirty and one of July one thousand seven 
hundred twenty and six, I saw floating islands nyer( near) Saint 
Om . . . " 2 There can be little doubt that Saint Om ... is Saint 
Omer, a town in northern France, the capital of the department of 
Pas-de-Calais, northwest of Lille and on the road to Calais. The 
town lies on the river Aa. From that point on, the river is canal- 
ized. Haut Pont, an outlying district of Saint Omer, is inhabited 
by people of Flemish origin who preserve the Flemish language 
and curious old customs. The ground cultivated by these people 

1 English Review, 1914, pp. 313 ff. 

2 Ibid., p. 315. 
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is reclaimed marshland " and the Ugres (i. e. the square blocks of 
land) communicate with each other only by boats floated on the 
ditches and canals that divide them." 3 This fact would account 
for the allusion to " floating islands." Granting that Voltaire was 
in Saint Omer July 31, 1726, we have here an interesting contri- 
bution to our very scant knowledge regarding a secret trip he 
made to Paris during the first summer of his stay in England. 
In a letter to his friend Thieriot, dated August 12 and early in- 
cluded in the correspondence of Voltaire, he refers to this journey : 
" Je vous avouerai done, mon cher Thieriot, que j'ai fait un petit 
voyage a Paris, depuis peu. Puisque je ne vous y ai point vu, 
vous jugerez aisement que je n'ai vu personne. Je ne cherchais 
qu'un seul homme, que l'instinct de sa poltronnerie a cache de 
moi, comme s'il avait devine que je fusse a sa piste. Enfin la 
crainte d'etre decouvert m'a fait partir plus precipitamment que 
je n'etais venu." * 

It will be remembered that Voltaire had been imprisoned in 
the Bastille in April, 1726, to prevent his meeting a nobleman 
with whom he had quarreled, that he had been released May 3, 
on condition that he should remain at least fifty leagues distant 
from Paris, and that he had chosen England as the place of his 
exile. The brief trip to Paris of which he speaks would therefore 
of necessity be a secret one. It is probable that, in undertaking it, 
he hoped to meet his enemy and avenge his honor; it is possible, 
too, that he wished to look after certain financial interests in Paris. 6 

Beyond the information contained in the letter quoted — open 
to question because of Voltaire's well known disregard for accuracy 
and his natural desire to appear to have made every effort to 
avenge his honor — nothing definite was known regarding this 
incident until the publication in 1892 and again in 1905 of several 
pages of an important English letter of Voltaire's which has finally 
been dated October 15, o. s., 1726.° In this letter, evidently ad- 
dressed to Thieriot, occurs the sentence: "I (went) came again 
into England in the latter end of July very much dissatisfied with 
my secret voiage into Prance both unsuccesful and expensive." 7 
Commenting on this letter, and on this sentence in particular, 

3 Encyclopedia Britannica, 1911, St. Omer. 

1 Foulet, Correspondance de Voltaire, 1913, pp. 43-44. 

5 Ibid., p. 44, n. 1. 6 Ibid., pp. xxxv-xliv and p. 53. 

' Ibid., pp. 54-55. 
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Lanson said : " Elle met hors de doute le voyage secret que fit 
Voltaire en France au milieu de 1726, et confirme la lettre du 
12 aout 1726." 8 In the Revue d'histoire litteraire, 1908, Foulet 
pointed out that a careful examination of the letter of August 12, 
usually considered hy editors of Voltaire's correspondence to have 
been sent from England, shows that it was in all probability written 
in Calais. Seeking to reconcile Voltaire's statement that he " came 
again into England in the latter end of July " with the fact that 
this letter, dated August 12, was undoubtedly written in Erance, 
Eoulet said : " II est probable que, dans sa lettre anglaise a Thieriot, 
Voltaire, comme cela lui arrive de temps en temps, date d'apres le 
calendrier anglais: dans le nouveau style le 31 juillet (a. s.) nous 
mettrait au 11 aout . . . Ecrivant deux mois apres, Voltaire a pu 
se tromper de deux ou trois jours sur la date de son retour en 
Angleterre." 9 

The entry in Voltaire's notebook, quoted above, accords with 
these conclusions. It appears that July 31 Voltaire was in Saint 
Omer on his way to Calais and that the following day, August 1, 
o. s., August 12, n. s., he wrote from Calais the letter to Thieriot 
from which we have quoted, in the course of which he was still 
debating as to whether he should again make the journey to London. 
Very soon after, he decided to do so and left France about the 13th 
or 14th of August, n. s., the 2nd or 3rd, o. s., according to Foulet's 
conjectures. 10 Writing to Thieriot some two months later, October 
26, n. s., October 15, o. s., it is natural that Voltaire, never re- 
gardful of accuracy, should have made a mistake of a day or two, 
stating that he had returned to England at the end of July instead 
of at the beginning of August. Here he was using, as in the entry 
in his notebook, the old style of reckoning. 

It is, perhaps, worth while to quote the sentence in the note- 
book which immediately follows the one we have discussed : " In 
june of the present yar, Mylord Due was turn'd out, force dead, 
in July." " The reference is to the Duke of Bourbon, Prime Min- 
ister of Louis XV since 1723, and suggests also, placed as it is, 
recent contact with affairs in Paris. 

Vassar College. FLORENCE DONNELL WHITE. 

8 Revue d'histoire litteraire, 1905, p. 719. 
°IMd., 1908, p. 123. 

10 Foulet, Correspondance de Yoltaire, p. 45, n. 2. 

11 English Review, 1914, p. 315. 



